Name: ____________________________________
Date: _______________________
PLANS Project

Biome: _______________________________
Due Date: __________________________

Partner Name



______Contact Information__________________

1.  ___________________________________________________________________________

2.  ___________________________________________________________________________

3.  ___________________________________________________________________________

4.  ___________________________________________________________________________

Objective: you will investigate specific water quality parameters from our PLANS field trip, analyze and interpret our data as well as historical data to create a PowerPoint that conveys the information on the state of the Bay and BMPs for improving Bay health.
Your project must be presented with an electronic Presentation.  It must be neat and creative; free of spelling and grammatical errors.  You will want to include a creative and relevant background, sub-headed sections, pictures, tables, and graphs that correspond to the information provided.  The presentation needs to effective!  

Your project must include:
A Title

Sampling Location Map
Background information as to why this data is important (what does it tell you about Bay health). Include a problem statement and/or hypothesis
Experimental Design/Materials/Procedures 

Data Tables
· class collected data
· historical data
Graphs

· compare and contrast your data with the historical data
Data analysis discussion
· how does your data support your research?

· how does your data compare to the historical data?

· explain what may have caused any differences

· were there any difficulties that may have impacted your data?

Describe and discuss Best Management Practices (BMPs) that may influence your data and help create a healthier Bay ecosystem


Color Pictures
Sources, correctly cited, used for the information presented. Unless you have taken the pictures you must also include your picture sources.  Please remember that search engines such as Google are not sources.

*** The information should be DETAILED information!  Your presentation should have subtitles for the different categories and colored pictures. Research should be divided amongst group members so that each person is assigned a specific task.  

In addition, you will have an interview to demonstrate your knowledge of the subject and answer questions regarding your project.
Helpful research sites:

http://plansforthebay.org/
http://www.chesapeakebay.net/
http://extension.umd.edu/hgic/resources
Please see attached Grading Rubric

Overall Project Score






______/40 points

Cooperative Grading Policy:

Since this a group project and we know that sometimes one student ends up doing more than their share of the project, we will be using the cooperative grading policy.  The cooperative grading policy allows point to be allocated to student according to the amount of effort each student contributes. 

The way the Cooperative Grading Policy works is as follows:

The project will be scored using the rubric out of a total of 50 points that can be earned.  The points earned on the project will then be multiplied by the number of students in that group.  Students will then discuss their contributions to the project and divide the point according to the effort put forth by each member.  So, if one student puts forth more effort than another student, the student who worked harder, will earn more points (they may even exceed the 100% value!)  While students will determine the initial point allocation, they must provide evidence and a constructive argument as to how they earned the points.  The teacher will then determine the final distribution of points earned.  The Cooperative Grading Policy is attached.
Project Title: ____________________________________________________________

Date: _________________________________
Period: _______________________

Associate Cooperative Grading
Group Contract:

Each member of the group understands and accepts the grading procedures reviewed in class.  WE will allocate points fairly based upon the evidence of individual effort within our cooperative group.

Printed Name




Signature

1. _________________________________
______________________________

2. _________________________________
______________________________

3. _________________________________
______________________________

4. _________________________________
______________________________

5. _________________________________
______________________________

6. _________________________________
______________________________

Teacher Evaluation of the Project:

Overall Project Grade: __________________

After receiving your grade, students will discuss the allocation of points within the group.  Your signature below is the approval of your group’s decision.  If you disagree, please submit a letter describing your opinion and evidence of the work you did and attach it to this sheet.

Total Points to be distributed among Cooperative Group Members:

___________________ x ______________________ = __________________________

(# of group members)
       (Overall Project Grade)
          (Total Points available for allocation)
Printed Name



Signature




Points

1. ____________________________
______________________________
______

2. ____________________________
______________________________
______

3. ____________________________
______________________________
______

4. ____________________________
______________________________
______

5. ____________________________
______________________________
______

6. ____________________________
______________________________
______

Points divided among members MUST equal the Total Points available for allocation!!!

